UM researcher notes slight increase in forest product jobs, production by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
12-6-1995 
UM researcher notes slight increase in forest product jobs, 
production 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM researcher notes slight increase in 
forest product jobs, production" (1995). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 
13929. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/13929 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of Montana
NEWS RELEASE
University Communications 
Missoula, MT 59812 
(406) 243-2522
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
Dec. 6, 1995
UM RESEARCHER NOTES SLIGHT INCREASE 
IN FOREST PRODUCTS JOBS, PRODUCTION
MISSOULA—
Third quarter 1995 production and employment in Montana’s forest products industry were 
up slightly from second quarter 1995 levels, according to a researcher with The University of 
Montana’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research.
Charles Keegan, the bureau’s director of forest industry research, reports that improved 
product prices in the third quarter of 1995 prompted some mills that were curtailed in the second 
quarter to resume normal production levels.
In spite of the small increase during the third quarter, 1995 has been a weak year for 
Montana’s industry, Keegan said, adding that mills have been contending with sluggish building 
activity, high Canadian imports and limited timber availability. Employment and production will 
be flat, or even declining, in the fourth quarter due to a drop in the U.S. housing market, he said. 
He projects production employment in 1995 to be 50 to 100 workers below 1994 levels.
In cooperation with the Montana Wood Products Association, the bureau compiled quarterly 
figures for the 26 plants responsible for more than 90 percent of the state’s total output of wood 
and paper products.
Production employment in Montana’s forest products industry in the third quarter of 1995 
averaged 4,724 workers, compared to 4,705 in the second quarter of 1995, Keegan said.
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Production workers’ wages in the third quarter of 1995 were $39.3 million, up from $38.1 million 
in the second quarter of 1995.
Lumber production in the third quarter of 1995 totaled 313 million board feet, up from 306 
million board feet in the second quarter, Keegan said. Plywood production at Montana’s mills was 
152 million square feet in the third quarter of 1995, improved from 149 million square feet in the 
second quarter.
The above figures refer only to production workers at timber processing facilities and plants 
processing wood fiber residue from timber processing facilities. These production workers account 
for 40 to 50 percent of the workers in Montana’s forest products industry. Estimates do not 
include the several thousand workers in logging, trucking and other related jobs.
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Contact: Chuck Keegan, 243-5113.
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